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Girish Godbole (Pittsburgh, PA)

First, | must say that the event was wonderful and thoroughly enjoyable. The programs were of high quality,
food was good and overall organization / time management was also very good. My thanks and
congratulations to all the BMM team.

| also wanted to point out 3 important suggestions for future conventions ...I hope that BMM takes these into
account while planning the future conventions.



BMM Newsletter e section: Aug 2017 B

1. Location - having convention in a small city like Grand Rapids was a problem at many levels. First the
venues were not all at one place and it was a major inconvenience to everyone (and especially for the older
people and some handicapped people). Second, there were not enough hotel rooms in the immediate
connected vicinity of the convention center. Third, getting to Grand Rapids from most places in the country
was difficult ...required expensive flights and connections.

2. Seat Assignment - | know from my personal experience and from several other people who mentioned that
the seating did not seem to have been done on first-come-first-served basis. | had registered very early and
still had very poorly located seats in one of the far right side sections of the arena from where portions of the
stage were not even visible. It will behoove BMM to pay more attention to seating allocations and make sure
that it is done in a fair way (announce the criteria for seat assignment and seating charts by sections before
registration begins ...this will also encourage people to register early and/or become donors, if they don't like
the sections they are likely to get assigned to)

3. Safety and Security - | was surprised to see complete absence of any security at the convention center and
around the convention center (I say this because of number of reasons ...e.g. - walking across the bridge to the
Holiday Inn across the bridge was quite unsafe as the bridge and surrounding area was frequented by several
homeless people) | feel that there should be at least some basic level of security at BMM conventions given the
current atmosphere in the country and given that we have thousands of people attending with ladies wearing
expensive jewelry etc. | think BMM should have requested the local police department to provide a couple of
police officers at and around the convention center area - especially at night when the programs ended at 11
pm. In many cities, such police presence is provided free of cost to such large events...and even if it were to
cost BMM some fees, | would recommend making that investment in the interest of safety and security of our
community.

Dr. Prabhakar G. Joshi, lllinois.
BMM 2017 Post Convention Thoughts:

About The Souvenir Issue:

--1 The Souvenir issue, Asmita, is beautifully printed. However, our name as one of the donors is not there in
the donors’ list. Ref. p. 121.

Does this mean that we will not give again? The answer is, we follow the principle of Karmanye Va Dhika
Raste, Ma Phaleshu Kadaa Chana. For example, we sent several suggestions to president Hon. D. Trump and
left at that. After a few weeks, we received a card stating that we are including in the President’s advisory
committee. We didn’t ask for or wait for this recognition.

Also, we sent three-page typed suggestions needed in the 1100-page RamCharitManas, and we left at that.
But then we received a call from the editor in Uttar Pradesh that they have included our suggestions in the next
edition and they sent us a copy of the new edition free of charge. We did not ask for it, although we were happy
with the results.

--2. In the page of Contents of the booklet Antarang, Page number 116 is titled as BMM Puraskar Shishyauvritti
2017. Shishyauvritti was, | think, another program in the morning of Saturday, the 8", in which awards were
given to students. The Awards ceremony for achievement in different areas was done at night 10:00 p.m. Thus,
the title for page 116 should have been something like: “BMM Awardees for Excellence”.

--3. Page 109 about Pustak Prakaashan Soholaa: the criteria for the Prakaashan could be included to
encourage more authors.

--4. If the cost for printing of the booklet Asmita is to be reduced, only outside covers may be glossy and inside
paper may be non-glossy.
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About the BMM Convention 2017:

--5. Page 119. President shri Neetin Joshi and the committee members seem to have charisma so that BMM
got so many donors. Just look at one group of “15,000 and over”. There are 28 donors in that one category.
That meant $420000. Money is a basic force that runs the engine.

--6. The convention was well planned, well organized and the programs were beautifully conducted.

--7. The volunteers were very helpful, understanding and considerate. | noticed that one lady was arguing with
one middle aged volunteer and blaming BMM. | was going through the same inconvenience that she was going
through. The volunteer was quiet, peaceful and used only comforting language. Personally, | had no
complaints; | know during such a huge task, some discomforts may occur.

--8. The bus arrangement and the volunteers’ guidance were superb. Credit is also due to the attendees.
There was no crowding at the bus doors. They stood in line like we saw in Japan, where passengers entering
trains stand in line and do not crowd at the doors.

--9. The food arrangement was superb where the separate arrangement for seniors was quite appropriate and
well followed.

--10. Whenever we called members of the committees, and we called many times before the convention, the
members who responded were very cooperative, comforting and helpful.

--11. The attendees seem to have thoroughly enjoyed the classical singing during the ‘Sanshaya Kallol drama
and during shri Kale’s ‘Moraya’, Moraya program.

--12. The Awards ceremony of Saturday night was beautifully arranged. A group picture on the stage of the
awardees would have been an added attraction.

--13. During the breakfast, lunches, dinners, while walking on the Skyway, in the hotel lobby, in the elevator, in
the convention halls, numerous times, many attendees congratulated this writer for getting an award. Many
thanked for the contributions to the scholarship and application of the principles of community work. This shows
magnanimity on their part.

--14. Just in short period of three days of the convention, it expressed superbly the spirit of Maharashtrians.
That was cooperation, coordination, inspiration, togetherness, and enthusiasm.

--15. For our seminar on Meditation and Wills, the wrong title was printed as “Senior Planning”. We never gave
this title and these seminars were for all ages and not only for seniors. The titles mentioned in the Abstracts for
these seminars were: “Daily Meditation, misconceptions and benefits” and “Importance of having a Will”. Also,
the time printed in the program was 10:30 but on the poster outside our seminar hall ‘D’ was 11:00. As a result
of these mistakes, the attendance was poor due to confusions on the part of the attendees. The committee
organizing the seminars/panel discussions should use the titles given by the speakers.

Seminars were held twice in the past on these two topics in BMM conventions and also in VHPA (Vishwa Hindu
Parishad of America) conferences and other places when the attendance and the response were always huge.
That we missed and attendees also missed to take advantage during BMM 2017.

--16. During one singing program, the singer and the master of ceremony asked many, many times the
audience to give hand (taalyaa). A presenter need not ask the audience to give hand; the audience should itself
be enthused to do so due to the excellence of a performance.

--The purpose in sending this is to commend the good work and to highlight the issues helpful to the next

convention organizers and not to criticize anyone. | do not know how to send to this to the new, 2019,
committee.

About 2017 Bruhan Maharashtra Mandal Convention in Grand Rapids, Michigan
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By Ravi Ozarker, Houston Texas

| had the privilege to attend the three day Bruhan Maharashtra Mandal (BMM) Convention in Grand
Rapids, MI with my family from 6" — 9th July. The idea behind this convention is to bring people all across
the U.S and Canada to celebrate Marathi Arts and Culture.

Bruhan Maharashtra Mandal of North America (BMM) is an umbrella organization of all Marathi
organizations across North America. There are more than 52 Marathi Mandals in USA/Canada and BMM
helps get Marathi Programs from USA and North America to local Mandals, helps with administration of
Marathi Shala (Marathi School), participates in fundraising activities for people in need (e.g. raised funds
for farmers in Maharashtra who were affected by the drought in 2016). BMM also organizes a BMM
Convention bi-annually which is a huge undertaking by local Mandals. Local Mandals form a team and
bid to host the BMM Convention in their cities. With rising costs and increasing number of attendees,
hectic work schedules, hosting a BMM Convention these days is a huge undertaking for local Mandals
and hence my sincere salute to all who make this happen.

There are other great initiatives and benefits behind this convention (e.g. Business Conferences, Exhibit
and Vendor Booths, Matchmaking, Kids events and so much more). BMM administers Marathi Shala
(Schools) in several states in USA and Canada. Shala volunteers and children were recognized and
many prominent contributions by Marathi Entrepreneurs, social workers, artists, book publishers etc. are
also recognized. It is also a great place to socialize and make new friends.

The 2017 BMM Convention was organized by the Maharashtra Mandal of Detroit. Volunteers had worked
day and night for two years and following were the highlights from what | saw (really it is very hard to
describe what | saw but I will definitely try my best.):

- Granth Dindi — Parade with about 1,000 participants from U.S.A, Canada, China, India, New
Zealand, and Australia on the streets of Grand Rapids. Well-dressed men, women and children
danced on the streets (Lezim) of Grand Rapids, Ml on the beats of 100 + dhols (drums). Even
local people from Grand Rapids, Ml admired the enthusiasm. The day before the Dindi, As | was
talking to a friend of mine in the hallway of a hotel at night, a local lady of Grand Rapids, Ml
approached us and started asking us about the Dindi/parade. She had more knowledge about
where it was going to start etc. than me and the next day | saw her and her children taking photos
of the Dindi. Another scene that | remember was a 2 yr old child dancing on the beats of the
dhol. After the Dindi, Shri. Manohar Parikar’'s (Defense Minister of India) words of appreciation
was a gift for all people in USA. He said, “After participating in this Dindi, | feel as if | was in India
or | have come back to my days of IIT Campus. He said, | don’t feel worried that our great Indian
culture is retained in the new generation in USA/Canada but now | feel worried about the new
generation in India. You all have setup a great example.” Shri. Manohar Parikar graduated from
India’s prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) where only the cream of Indian
students/brains are selected.

- Prominent Maharashtrian and Konkani leaders/celebrities (Shri Manohar Parikar, Defense
Minister of India and CM of Goa, Nana Patekar (Famous Hindi and Marathi Movie Actor),
Prashant Damle (Famous Marathi Movie Actor and Stage Actor), Rahul Deshpande, Mahesh
Kale (Famous Marathi Classical Vocalists), Sonali Kulkarni, Sukanya Mone, Vijay Kenkre
(Famous Marathi Movie and Natak Director), Aditya Oke, Swapnil Bandodkar, Bela Shende,
Amar Oak, Satyajit Prabhu, Nilesh Parabh, Pushkar Shrotri, Nikhil Phatak, Ramdas Phutane,
Ashok Naigaonkar, Rujuta Diwekar and many many more. Not only did these artists attend this
event but also performed live in several programs. MuZeecians, Swapnil Bandodkar and Bela
Shende Live Concert, Sangeet Sanshaykallol by Prashant Damle and Rahul Deshpande, Gappa
with “Natasamrat”, Haasyadhara by Ramdas Phutane and Ashok Naigaonkar just to name a few.
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- Many programs presented by Marathi Artists in U.S.A including Moruchi Mavashi, AgniDivya, Sur
Sargam, etc. My son now boasts that he has attended more events than me and my wife at this
year's BMM Convention. That is true! While me and my wife were busy with other things, my
son choose to attend Sukanya Mone’s “Shaktiroopena” show. After attending the show, he told
me that we had missed the best program of BMM Convention. He thoroughly enjoyed all the
dances and took pictures. He also gave me some details of the program and | felt that | should
have attended it too.

- Superb food services offered by Maharashtra Mandal of Detroit. Not only was this food tasty but
the way they offered and organized food for 3,500+ attendees was simply amazing. The work of
people who have managed the “Auto City of USA” was clearly visible to me.

Many volunteers worked on making the BMM 2017 Convention successful and | felt so good to see their
team work. The Maharashtra Mandal of Detroit presented a flawless superhit opening ceremony which
was based on the theme of colors. This ceremony not only included young dancers and musicians but
kids and seniors too. The brains behind this convention was the BMM Convention Committee and BMM
2017 Convention Convener, Anjali Anturkar and Hema Rachmale, Co-Convener, BMM President Niteen
Joshi. Having known Anjali personally and through very good friends, she has spent hours planning this
convention along with her husband Nitin. | saw both of them running around and resolving issues during
the convention also while we were enjoying this event for three days. Anjali’'s team was constantly
cheering her whenever she came on stage.

| am so happy that the 2019 BMM Convention will be in Dallas, Texas. This way more of my friends from
Houston and Austin will be able to attend. The Dallas Maharashtra Mandal also is very excited about
winning this convention bid and have done a lot of ground work. The enthusiasm of the Dallas Mandal
was visible in their amazing “Texas” themed video invitation and so many volunteers who came on the
stage after Dallas Convener Dilip Rane took the convention flag from Detroit Mandal. After attending the
Los Angeles, CA and Grand Rapids, Ml Conventions, | feel that this convention is “our convention” “more”
and definitely we will do our best in supporting the Dallas Maharashtra Mandal. After looking at the
amount of dedication that the volunteers at Grand Rapids, MI Convention have shown, | feel like
volunteering and supporting this great initiative as they mentioned that they will be looking at San-
Antonio, Austin and Houston for support also.

The BMM Elections for BMM Committee takes place at the BMM Convention. Our dear friend, Avinash
Padhye was elected the President of BMM. | am so happy to see this happen as Avinash was the

Co- Convener of Rhode Island Convention which was a very successful convention that my wife had
attended. The “best of the best” team who won the elections (i.e. 12 individuals from USA and Canada)
will be running BMM operations for the next two years. | am also very proud of my wife Megha Ozarker
from Houston has been elected as the BMM Treasurer for 2017 to 2019. Not because she is my wife, but
| know she is a “super woman” who is always trying to serve our community as this is her passion.

Megha was the President of the Houston Maharashtra Mandal in 2014 and 2016 and also was BMM
Executive Member in 2015 — 2017. | wish her all the best in her new role as the BMM Treasurer!

A big thank you to all the organizers, volunteers, and sponsors that made this miracle happen on US soil!
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Anil W. Saraf (Triveni Mitra Mandal, Cincinnati).

I will also compliment the food committee for doing an amazing job not only in menu-selection
but also in the way it was served (with 3500+ people - absolutely no waiting in line, ample
sitting room, quick clean-up, no food-shortage).

The dindi was well organized and brought a charm to the program owing to participation by all.
Some shortcomings:

The program agenda went online less than a week prior to the date - wish a general agenda was
made available earlier with a "subject to change" disclaimer (so that people would know what
they are paying for).

The DeVos theater could have had projection screens (similar to Van Andel) since you could
barely see the faces on the stage from the back.

Assigned seats in Van Andel should have had a tiered approach using a combination of cost and
time-of-ticketing, especially since it was marketed that way.

Nevertheless, the general organization and program line-up made up for the shortcomings and
Dallas could use these tips to improve the user-experience further.

All in all, great job and well done, Detroit!

* * k
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