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g warathi EXtra DMAL
BMM2025 & NEOMM

co-host

?\ttsburgh'

o GIQLAGN JUDIGE

e Drama,

" celebration! S il
June 18, 14'& 15 Boek

i Poetry,
Food,
Friends

Severance Hall, Cleveland, Ohlo f

50 years ago, in 1975, a handful of Marathi families living in the area at that time came together and
founded Northeast Ohio Marathi Mandal (NEOMM) - a non-profit 501c(3) - to celebrate the rich and
ancient Marathi culture in the Northeast Ohio region. NEOMM is a proud member of Bruhan Maharashtra
Mandal (BMM) - the national body of all Marathi organizations in the USA and Canada. BMM has awarded
the rights to host its prestigious 2025 Maitree-Melawa event (regional convention) to NEOMM!

It’s my great pleasure to invite you to this auspicious occasion! - Tanmayee Dixit, Covener

Hightlights
Star-studdeed lineup straight from Maharashtra!

Shaan - first time ever with Marathi-Hindi songs, Prashant Damle, Mahesh Kale, Sankarshan
Karhade, Nihira Joshi, Salil Kulkarni, Shaunak Abhisheki, Shubhankar Kulkarni and more!
Yayati and Devayani by popular demand!

The Best of North America Talent show!

Friends and family sit together
1 adult (18+) ticket includes 1 free child ticket
Priority access to nearest hotels | Negotiated hotel rates
3 meals, 2 breakfasts, tea/coffee snack stations
Prestigious banguet dinner with artists, sponsors and donors (available for purchase)
Contact: Prasad Panwalker, BMM President (512) 294-3229, Dr. Medha Godbole, BMM EC (440)
241-3167 or your Local Mandal President

Je-HelTg I “ A 2094
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BMM Texas &3t #amEr 2025

23 amfir 2o gfrer 2024 AsH
EMBASSY SUITES & FRISCO CONVENTION CENTER AT
7600 John Q M Dr, Frisco, TX 75034

7600 John O Hammons br, Frisco, TX 75
https://dfwmm.org/melawa2025
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" REsAudt” § fRarsi Rt sharmaR aramia
woI HgHied DFWMM ¥ d9Eg | FUIR ATed.
AR T SRER GE STl 36, $4 § AT FHellepRi<a
AT FHATISHR ABIAT GEATd el HATET W ThgT
e fAwarear sl =T i g e Ar wsft
HoTATH HITAT Bree.

T FATHRIAT TUETAT S AR
FHANT GU fIUTE qred AT Ao, AT WA talent
expression HTSI ® "gek" 3O challenging &t
U3 YT S fa9R He STl AT 3 TR HRiEwAET
A wiiie FrERAT AT 3 Y HITATE T
HILHATT FEHN BT ASe. TAHAT SATA FATBRAT T
IR HIY AT 0T AT TG d HATU0T et STrger areft
Fell AT TR, T FRIHH ATg AL - I1d A
YA B A e faidl theme @R ameniid @ €
319en 3me. @ Bollywood Jeopardy ar Game Style
event W <HEAT TRl s bollywood &
TR HTel GATHER T fa=rel STdie. sfaer e &

BT HRIHA Terhig JaiaT Taed.

A 2034


http://www.dfwmm.org/melawa2025

T AT HRIHATT ATt Jar Uer TgWrlt Sedt
W AT g A0 FAEE FSd AHTd. I faaRE
AT FREAE  Riee aReaedt sl @
FANTSTAA AT TcHTRd Fel 3Te. of ol Q@ el IcdTa=
STl A TR, T TATATS! Ferell aT Hishd & AT
AT ATHVUT MR, AT - Ut suean deapaiedt
Siieelt SId &4 &l AT T8 Hhidd 3R,

T FAFASIGRT JeHERTY HSB FHlel UeheUal
7 ASTATT THIAY 3Med. ITRAT &1 W SIS TeHHT
TG HIUHKH MUV I e ATEId. JTATTeAT
Tgdii SUSHT & TgHRN e UdT A3 IqraT Iam
FHEAT W AAAL d AT ST I AT W19 Y
AMRAAST FHedT wEFAE faargds AaeE s
3Te. <o AeA fafay Seima stelt T8 community
IR HATe. T JEISTh a4 a1 JANT G& FR0ATH 35H
Ut BConnect RiH aha Haesfit 3.
fAeum R, e wdfte gl JEStnilt Harg |
AT AAS ST ITFNT HEA GraT a8 AT Sfaredd
for w=a fUdidiar Efded AT Tahd AU  ATETar
THAKAT  ITEART  FET a1 S Physician
Networking & FEHH I hel 3R, STTUET
30-40 et e UfadTg digaen 3e. Real estate
30T ATeeelt ANTOMAT |aT FiAT Yehdl ATU AT JT1
Fa-T wEel e 3@ Real Estate Conference
AT HeoamEn 3RE IR,

T BB R FiflqeayEer WniE gaty
U] ATgad, ATAERIGE U HAGITATH S 2§00
d 9¢oo IURATHHAR UgRT Tefigr I mARepdier
FIAEAT e, JAESI W YRNRE™ 10T 39 od
TR,

TfeHed o= AT ASTATAwA qart for 37feeh
T AT SATHAUT NTIUT THRRIY 3707 I AeSTATer Iufeycit
Figg saelt #f gigaa et & fasit.

- TS STTAR, 3Tede], S Hid 9 HgRTE Hesh

JEHERTE 4

SOgEr . AT AT
| TfAffae g aEeET
‘AqREE wE HwE At
g & WIS &
AaET  AUST  HAw
TATAT 2023 WTell HI0ATT
SATET. BT Fd URCRTTA FRIST TN TIR-YER a9 ST 3107
TALTETST FRf HIOMAT ek, TLAT M7 HERTY A
ITciteT oATd A Fhedl.

FAM b B AT AU HE GHEAE YA
SR fafay g0 Jed IuTHTE ARd. I IR
FARFEST AfvSE Fhaxht enfor @ wonr A
TFa@H A S ATEIA. AST HINGES SISl ATOT 41
fAmfor ot anfor SIS waR ot § a1 TN g SRE
Ae. A1 g Aell 9 a8 AASHT YER A0 JER
FOAEE HAAE 36 Ad- IUHH  (EauaTd 3T,
SRS ARTST ATOTHIAT FHITAE HUATAT e HAT HTet
I3 IWHA TS hel ATed. I THWRIAA faamdisines
Ay faamdicined ge FHeiedl ST TiasT hthell WIETH
giqae M. A1 ST Seaedr 3o femdieimed
JAHAT T FE OIS, & Fhad  Fad™d
EIVIETS! M AR AT Ydh CUATER Hed vl
AT MY AR, A6 H9 AT AT HETde ST
qoiua gt eng 9y wUNS I HARSd
FEHERTY HESBIAT Had - A6 IGISTR(T AEd HE Lahel.
EERTY HedIAT WS Maived Qawel faameff #=rdt
I amed. a1 faemeatardt WSt My woef, FumRe,
derqcd Tt B it farmeatar qerTg AraATeRgH

A 2034



YIS AT HETET HEE 3R, ANEE dfeied,
sficie HeA TRIST BT Y& FHRUATY Y AT T,

AT wEdd JAU, AfCiodr ol gAEAs
foreTgete oTOT S A WM AR BIUIR 3MTed. ddd
0% WA IARGA JEHERTY HeaM HAHANE 3.
TR AT TRIST A GHadch  TahHG
FRIRUITETS TEWHT Udia.

STRTET IR TRIST TeaUaTaTS!T hIgt IUshA
TRIST ATfecd GHE 0T HaTal A 318 SUihe 94
FANTedIA afiel, T Aiiefdi-T Fguntt grar
. ATRAGTT AT UTdesar FRIST WIS fAIhauar #ida
AR Y, dAAETET A0 fadiwa: FEA gigaaer 9w
FHE SR GEGUgTaTS! Hedie qar o), TR 3iaerd,
3Tieh IUSHH HATAT TaaRTEN STTed.
3fere ATfed TSl §-7et: panvalkar@yahoo.com

Women’s Month Interview

I am truly honored and
excited to be part of this
conversation, especially
(] during Women's Month. It
is such a special time to
| reflect on the
achievements and
@l contributions of women
across all fields. As a
female classical musician,

my journey is ongoing. Every step of my journey
brings new lessons, and I am eager to see where
this path leads!

JEHERTE 91
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% What age did you start learning music?
And at what age did you realize that you
had a passion for it? Was there any
significant event or moment that made
you realize it?

I honestly don’t remember a time when I wasn’t
surrounded by music, so I can’t really point out an
age! Both my parents are music teachers, and my
mom is a trained Hindustani classical singer with a
master’s degree in it. Growing up, music was
always in the air—whether it was my mom singing,
my dad playing peti (harmonium), or artists from
India visiting. I started to appreciate music at a
young age, and it just became a natural part of my
life. Because of that, I don’t think there was ever a
specific moment when I realized I loved singing. It
was more like singing was always on my mind, and
I just went with it!

However, there were a few moments that
really defined my growing interest in music, and
two major ones were hearing my gurus, Pt. Vijay
Koparkar and Pandita Dr. Veena Sahasrabuddhe,
for the first time. What struck me most was the
incredible amount of time, thought, and energy
they had invested in their crafts. Both have such
unique and distinct singing styles, and hearing
them live showed me just how much is possible
within music. Whether it was their mastery of taal
and sargam, their interpretation of raag and
khyaal, or the way they brought life to tarana,
tappa, thumri, and bhajan—it was all a testament
to their intelligence. These concerts expanded my
view of music and opened me up to new creative
possibilities that I hadn’t even considered before.

% How have the women in your life shaped
your relationship with music?

When I think of women in music who have had a
profound impact on my journey, the first two
names that come to mind are my mom, Archana
Tamhankar, and Pandita Dr. Veena Sahasrabuddhe.
Both have left a lasting impression on my life in
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unique ways. While my time with Veena tai was
relatively short, I learned so much from her at the
young age of 8, and her teachings continue to
resonate with me even more as a young adult. She
brought so much excitement and joy to music,
especially in how she explained taal, sur, and
encouraged my creativity. Veena tai is a huge
inspiration, and her influence has shaped how I
incorporate taal and creativity into my own music.
As for my mom, she’s been a constant source of
discipline and guidance in my life. Her approach to
vocal techniques and riyaaz has been essential in
shaping how I think about singing. She has always
encouraged me to ask questions and approach
music in my own way, never holding me back from
exploring. A big part of how and why I critically
analyze music today is because of her.

Beyond these two incredible women, I find
inspiration from so many others. Women have
played such a pivotal role in shaping Indian
classical music, both in the past and present.
Whether it’s legendary figures like Pandita Dr.
Ashwini Bhide Deshpande, Pandita Shubhada
Paradkar, Vidushi Shalmalee Joshi, and Vidushi
Kishori Amonkar (just to name a few), or musicians
from the Carnatic community, my kathak guru Smt.
Anuradha Nag, and local Bay Area talent, there’s no
shortage of incredible women shaping the field.
Even you, my sister, are a constant source of
knowledge and inspiration. Women continue to
serve as pinnacles of creativity and inspiration in
Hindustani classical music, and I look forward to
supporting and uplifting the next generation of
women in this rich tradition.

% What does success in your career look
like to you personally? Is it about
recognition, personal growth, or
something else?

Success is a very individual concept that can vary
from one musician to another. For me, it means
having the knowledge and expertise to push music
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forward, especially through creation. Music is
incredibly personal to me; recognition is not and
will never be my focus. I can only share my music
with others after it has lived in my mind for
countless hours, whether I’'m aware of it or not.
Because of that, I find that the desire for approval
and recognition—from others, whether positive or
negative—can disrupt my personal connection to
my art. I also believe that chasing fame or external
validation isn’t something that lasts in the long run.
When you step onto the stage and start singing, all
of that fades away because, ultimately, it’s just you
and your music. What matters most to me is the joy
I find in music, the freedom to create whatever and
whenever I want, and staying true to tradition and
musicality. For me, success is understanding music
deeply and maintaining the personal relationship I
have with it.
< Have you faced moments of self-doubt in
your career? If so, how do you overcome
them?
I truly believe that confidence is everything. While
self-doubt is something we all experience, it can
hold you back from reaching your full potential,
especially in an upaj, improvisation-driven art
form like Hindustani classical music. One thing I’'ve
learned about self-doubt is that the more you focus
on it, the more it diminishes your confidence, and it
becomes an endless cycle. There have definitely
been performances where things didn’t go as I
expected, and I have spent time afterwards
analyzing every single moment that could have
caused it. But I’'ve come to realize that it’s
ultimately a waste of time. Everyone makes
mistakes, especially when you're on stage, thinking
and executing ideas in real time. What’s important
is not letting those moments define you or make
you question your abilities. Confidence is key—it’s
the only thing that will allow you to get back up
and perform with conviction. Take constructive
criticism, but don’t internalize it in a way that
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causes you to doubt And most
importantly, understanding your own strengths in
music helps you push through those challenging
moments. Knowing when and how to execute,
understanding your vocal limits, and recognizing
what
yourself—these things boost your confidence and
help you accept the bumps in the road without
losing faith in your journey.

What advice would you give to young
women who want to pursue Indian

yourself.

suits your voice without overexerting

R
0‘0

classical music whether it’s as a career or

as a hobby?
While I don’t feel entirely qualified to give advice, I
can share what I’ve learned so far and hope it
resonates with someone. First and foremost, being
a Hindustani classical musician should never limit
you to just that one label. Music is a vast, evolving
world, and there’s knowledge you can gain from
places you might not expect! Personally, I listen to
all kinds of music—rap, pop, jazz, R&B, ghazals,
music, plain Kathak,
Bharatanatyam, and Odissi ‘bols’ and tracks—and
I’'ve found valuable lessons in each.

Carnatic and even

As I mentioned earlier, pursuing music
requires a deep level of confidence in yourself.
Everyone will have their own opinions, but it’s
important to learn which voices to listen to and
which ones to set aside. And finally, I really hope
that today’s generation of women musicians, as
well as those to come, never lose sight of the value
they bring to the art form. Even though society and
many ways of
discriminating against women, pure music itself is
impartial. Your talent, your work, and your
intelligence speak for themselves—and that’s
something no one can ever take away from you.

- Artist - Preeti Tamhankar

communities often have

- Interviewer - Sharwaree Tamhankar
Bay Area, California
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YUWA Team Engagement
main committee programs
Initiative to Engage YOUTH in
MMD activities

Maharashtra Mandal of Detroit’s
(MMD) this
decided to engage a youth team into all mandal
programs with the objective of transferring the
culture to the new generation while
some volunteering skills. This helps youth to learn
and develop leadership qualities, and feel engaged
throughout the year. On the day of the program
they are able to demonstrate the new skills
acquired during this process.

I would like to thank our 2025 President
Varsha Patre, for her vision and leadership style.
She makes sure that our youth are exposed to all
MMD team efforts. This gives the YOUTH team
opportunities to
understand the importance of the occasion behind
each MMD event that takes place in the Marathi
community - like Ganesh Utsav, Gudi Padwa,
Diwali, Sankrant etc.. I believe that as responsible
adults of a community, it’s our privilege to transfer
the knowledge to the next generation in the best
possible way.

The MMD youth team has expressed their
experience, in their own words.

MMD youth Team
How is our youth team structured?
Our youth team comprises members from
grades 8 and above, who work alongside the core
committee to organize and manage exciting events
and affords opportunities for the youth to celebrate
our Marathi culture.

in

year’s committee

acquiring

learn by observing. They

e How do we get to engage in main events?
The youth committee is led by the youth

president and the vice president who coordinate
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with the MMD committee to engage the youth team
into the main MMD events and allow themselves to
be more active and involved. They ensure that the
youth will get enough support to volunteer and
make an impact!

Youth Team plans for this year

Our plans for this year are engaging in

community service activities to give back to society
and develop leadership skills, encouraging youth to
volunteer for various roles in organizing events,
gaining experience and building connections
within our community.

e Experience in Sankranti program being

involved in main event

The youth volunteers had a great
experience with the Sankranti event. There was so
much work put into the event by many

hard-working youth volunteers! We had some
roadblocks along the way, but with the help of our
mentor Amita Joshi and youth team president we
were able to overcome those obstacles. This gave us
learning opportunities in how to arrange food
stalls, where to keep water stations and how
logistics of food replenishment works. So much to
learn.

This was our first program of the year
working with the program committee, being part of
the event planning and execution. All youth
members were encouraged and motivated to
volunteer and make the event memorable for all
participants.

We were able to distribute the MMD YOUTH
workforce equally into different areas such as
registration, serving food and even giving arur!
Overall, the program was very well managed, and
the youth committee had an awesome experience.
Our youth committee is now actively involved in
planning our upcoming program of Gudhi Padawal!
Pravin Pingle, Detroit
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We cater to Maharashtrian Artists in North America.
Providing a platform to share their artwork including Paintings,
Sketches, Photographs & Digital art.

Collaborating with BMM, we publish artist's paintings for
Marathi mandal members, showcasing their work & generating revenue.
The sale of artwork benefits both BMM & Mandals financially.

e ¥ T2

Panchanganga Ghat,
Kolhapur

Artist: Mangala Tata
Dimension: 9”7 x12”

Y
o4 *

di Peace in the storm

Jatra ha Na

Medium:Watercolor Artist: Supriya Varanasi Artist: Ch-?:lru"Hirw"e
Price : Not for sale. Dimension: 24”x 30 Dlm¢n5|ons_. 16" x 20
Mandal: MMLA Medium: Qil on canvas Medium: Oil on canvas
' Price :$400 Price: Not for sale.
Mandal: Mandal: MMBA

Artist: Chitra Juvekar -

" Mehendale Peaceful Mandala
] A_Wa’t’"g company Dimensions:12” x 16" Artist: Priya Kulkarni - Moghe
Artist: Swaroop Ranadive | yeqiym: watercolor Dimensions: 1ft x 1ft
Dimensions:9°x11 Price:Not for Sale Medium: Acrylic
Medium: Watercolor Mandal: Seattle MM Price:Not for Sale (Orders welcome)

Price: $149 Mandal: Arizona

Pay: zelle@bmmonline.org or paypal@bmmonline.org | Contact: artists@bmmonline.org
Buyers & Sellers P1 fill out forms at https://bmm?2.page.link/artists

*Buyer is responsible for shipping and handling.
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