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BMM BCONNECT

Objective: To connect, build and foster the
Marathi professional community of North
America.

Activities: Building your network, knowing
more about starting your own business/
succeeding in your profession and contribution
opportunities for you.

Also looking forward to connect with the experts
from various professional fields who are willing
to offer their expertise to the ones who in need.
If interested, below is sign-up link:-
https://bmm2.page.link/bconnect and join the
LinkedIn using the link:-
https://www.linkedin.com/qroups/12709200 .
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ﬂ BMM KARAOKE

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday from 5 -7 PM
EST. Registration link for BMM Karaoke:-
https://bmm2.page.link/karaoke
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Hindu Marathi Girl USA Born
Age- 39, Height- 5’4”, Vegetarian.
Her Hobbies are Music,Crafts and Hiking.

Education: MD, NEOMED College Ohio

[Cleveland Clinic University Hospital in
Neurology and subspecialty Board certified
in both, working as a hospital neurologist]
Contact: - Email -
cardigan0181@gmail.com
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Rationalism and Hinduism

'|

Hindus consider the Vedas and later the
Puranas as the original sacred texts, which
define our religion. Unfortunately most Hindus
have never read, taught, handled or even seen
these books in any temple or their homes.
Whereas the Bible and Koran find a revered
place in almost every practicing Christian or
Muslim home and even hotel rooms. For a
common practicing Hindu, it is necessary to
know what are the contents of the Vedas that
he/she swears by. The Rig Veda the oldest and
most important of all the Vedas is a collection of
1,028 Vedic Sanskrit hymns and 10,600
verses in all, organized into ten books
(Sanskrit: mandalas). The hymns and verses
are mostly prayers, commentaries on rituals,
ceremonies and sacrifices dedicated to
Rigvedic deities like Agni, Varuna, Indra and
others who are no longer worshipped by
present day Hindus. Only the Upanishads,
which are considered part of the Vedas
occasionally discuss philosophy, nature of
creation, creator, soul, death, after life, etc.
From these emerge different schools of Hindu
philosophy which include six systems (shad-
dar$ana)- Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisheshika,
Mimamsa and Vedanta. Interestingly among
them, Samkhya and Mimamsa, while not
rejecting either the Vedas or Brahman, typically
reject a personal God, creator God, or a God
with attributes. So the beginnings of rationalism/
atheism are right there in our oldest traditions.
We lost them completely when the concept of
mythological gods and temple worship was
embraced much later partly as a counter to
Buddhism. What represents Hinduism today is
a collection of practices which include worship,
prayers, fasts, pilgrimages and offerings to
non-Vedic Puranic gods like Ganesha,
Venkateshwara, Shanmukha, Kali, Vithal, etc.
The Bhakti period further introduced a
devotional dimension to these practices. The
unfortunate consequence of all this is the total
loss and extinction of the rationalistic approach
in Hinduism. It is rationalism that drives
scientific progress and betterment of human
societies. Whatever prosperity and progress
that has been recently achieved by Hindus and
Indians in general is due to the advent of
Information Technology, scientific, industrial

U

- Govind Jawalekar (Miami, Florida)

and infrastructural developments in the last 30
years. Not by building more and bigger temples
or conducting wasteful rituals. Educated and
professionally successful Hindus anywhere owe
their success to their intellect, hard work and
rationalistic approach to everything they do in
their professions. What is sad and unfortunate is
their inability to apply the same approach to their
beliefs and religious practices. Superstition,
blind faith and extravagant display of religious
festivals has overtaken the minds and reasoning
faculties of common and even educated folks.
Godmen, Gurus, Yogis, and Holy Magicians
have been successfully selling snake oil to these
folks. They do not realize that they are victims of
these personalities who are successful
entrepreneurs owning/controlling huge
enterprises selling yoga, unproven medicines,
and promises of fulfilment of all worldly and
heavenly desires. Astrology got into the religious
mix making it even worse. The faithful do not
see the irony when a very famous miracle Baba
who supposedly cured cancers from his
followers died due to multiple organ failures in
his own modern hospital but could not cure
himself by his miracles. Even some scientists
and educated people go beyond their areas of
expertise to promote medicinal benefits of cow
urine and cow dung and proclaim that every
modern technology existed in the Vedic or
Puranic period. If the technology really exists in
our sacred scriptures why don’'t we use it and
beat the scientific world. We have descended to
this level only because we have been
suppressing and Kkilling scientific and rational
thinking in our society. We are proceeding in the
same direction as Afghanistan going back to the
7" century despite using satellite navigation and
computer technology.

If we can go back to our roots and revive our
traditions of rational thinking and behavior, we
can uplift ourselves and achieve progress in our
society in an accelerated way. Let us learn
something from a very progressive society like
the Jewish people. They too can boast of a very
ancient religion. They too have very orthodox
and ritualistic followers. But the maijority are very
rational, progressive and forward thinking. Israel
is a testimony to all that. Jews and people of
Jewish descent represent less than 0.20% of the
world's population, but they represent 22.4% of
all Nobel laureates (208 out of 930). Compare
that to India with about 18% population of the
world, it has produced only seven laureates and
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Only three of those laureates were citizens of [

, . I daodaIRICC dtd- lloicilsol IdHIol
India (Mother Teresa, Amartya Sen and Satyarthi) FAS R C 3
and four were Indian by birth (Khorana,

Chandrasekhar, Ramakrishnan and Banerjee), who W ]

did their award winning work in the West. - IXd Uil ﬁl“ T.-

If Hindus have to flourish and reach their full |https://bmmonline.org/vrutta-supplements/
potential we have to start with inculcating and |- ®YT:- ETE'EWEEEGR—UHWQB

promoting rational attitude and approach in our (}'T'I[ gﬁ@)
children and not compel them to follow %T‘Hﬁ'&[ WQQQQ_
superstitious practices of the grown-ups.
Children should be encouraged to develop https //bmmonlme ora/rashi-bhavishya/
critical thinking at an early age. Their future and
the future of Hindus is in their hands and minds.
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U Aryan Parvatkar Got a Cricket-Talent 1

Aryan Parvatkar is 16 years old and lives in Seattle. He is a Junior in High School and is
2 already a professional cricket player. He has been recently selected

in the USA Cricket’'s National Under 19, West Zone Team.
& Aryan started playing in Seattle’s Youth Leather Ball league in 2017.
The youth cricket league, which has flourished due showcase their
skills and talent.
Since 2021, Aryan has been competing in national tournaments and
was recently named in the Major League Cricket Chairman’s Honors
List due to his outstanding performances throughout 2022. The
~ | Honor’s List consists of the top five percent cricketers in the country,

~ and it was heartening to see that youth performances were being
| noticed.
| Aryan’s first introduction to cricket was at his age -two years. Ever
since that day, he has been a huge cricket-fan. He started taking
basic coaching at Pune Youth Cricket Club’s summer camps when
- & he was living in Pune, India. He moved to Seattle six years ago and
€ | immediately joined American Recreational Cricket League (ARCL) at
'\ the age 11 years, and started
S\ ) . ;

~playing in Seattle’s local youth
leather ball cricket league the
very same year. He has been
pIaying in adult's Northwest
e SR = Cricket League (NWCL) and MLC
National Crlcket League since 2021. During 2022, he was |
selected to Youth Minor League Cricket team, representing |
Seattle Thunderbolts.
As Cricket sports is growing across the nation, Aryan believes it f
provides great opportunities for many youngsters to learn, play, ¢
and enjoy this great game. Now that USA is developing several |
international standard cricket grounds and has attracted man
international cricket players and coaches, it provides grea
opportunities to aspiring youth cricketers.
Bruhan Maharashtra Mandal’s (BMM) new initiative to sta
cricket league across several cities is one such great opportunit
for cricket lovers to play and enjoy the game. Aryan is supe
excited to see how BMM’s initiative unfolds!
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Subscription Remittance Address:

BMM Newsletter
20611 Whitebud CT.
Tampa FL 33647

Reshimgathee

A BMM Matrimonial Initiative for
Maharashtrians in North America

https://reshimgathee.bmmonline.org/

Five-level “Marathi Language Learning”

progressive curriculum,
study guidelines, and
supporting materials
the BMM-Bharati Vidyapeeth's
joint certificates for
“Marathi Bhasha” examinations

after successful completion of
each level and passing criteria.
For BMM Marathi Shala Inquiries,
Email:- shala@bmmonline.orq
https://bmmshala.net/
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