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ﬂ Award winning movie ‘Kasay’ 1

Once again, Mohan Agashe, Sumitra Bhave and Sunil
Sukhthankar have brought us a film to remember -Kasav
(Turtle), a masterful exploration of a disregarded social issue,
depression and mental illness. The release of the film is
intended to parallel the timing of the World Health
Organization’s World Health day on April 7, 2017 and it’s
theme depression.

With sensitivity and dexterity, the film tells the story
of Manav (Alok Rajwade), a young man listlessly going
through the rhythms of life while carrying around a massive
burden of suicidal thoughts. He does put those thoughts in
action, slitting his wrists, and then escaping from the hospital
where he awakens. As he wanders around aimlessly, hitching
rides in the backs of trucks, and eventually passes out I the heat,
he is sheltered by the largesse of a generous woman, Janaki
(Irawati Harshe), dealing with her own internal turmoil
following a divorce. While Manav retracts within himself like a
turtle after the emotional upheaval following the death of his
grandparents, Janaki nurtures him till he is ready to come out of
his shell.

Although Manav is initially unresponsive and
unappreciative of Janaki’s generosity, he gradually begins to
accept it silently, using the supportive space to recuperate. Both
Manav and Janaki benefit from a tacit but shared mutual
understanding of their respective emotional states, giving each
other space to heal. Janaki’s behavior, along with that of the
young orphan boy with his sincere concern for an aging
stranger, exposes Manav to unending sources of empathy.

The story of the turtle colony forms the backdrop for
the story of the two protagonists. Janaki helps Dattabhau
(Mohan Agashe) run a turtle conservation program. The mother
turtle that lays her eggs in a safe space is a metaphor for Janaki,
who provides Manav with a nurturing space while he is still
vulnerable.

The strength of the storytelling lies in minimal
conversation, as the narrative glides along effortlessly on the
wings of the superb photography (Dhananjay Kulkarni) and
ethereal music (Saket Kanetkar). Kasav is a skillful rendering
of of emotional dissonance and the resiliency of the human
mind.

Kasav is made possible by a generous donation from
Drs Alka and Prakash Lothe of New Jersey and the support of
Maharashtra Foundation.

Maneesha Kelkar, = st

Presentation/Discussion at BMM 2017

Creating Multicultural Indian Children's Stories
Potential authors, illustrators, editors, and reviewers are
encouraged to attend this presentation at BMM Convention -
2017 (Grand Rapids) which includes:

A discussion about the demand for multicultural stories
focused on India

The short-comings of existing stories

Ideas for stories that bring together Indian culture with
American life

Publishing in English and Marathi

The details concerning the room, date, and time are to be
finalized. Anyone interested, please contact:

Ramesh Gaonkar: gaonkar.ramesh@gmail.com
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HEALTH INSURANCE

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH
INSURANCE FOR

* VISITORS

* H-1 B VISA HOLDERS

* PERMANENT RESIDENTS
( Some restrictions apply)

For more information:
Contact: Padmaja Bapat
Independent Insurance Agent

616 Rhodes Hill Court
Martinez, GA 30907

Tel: 888 705 8271

E-mail: padmaja.p.bapat@gmail.com
Website: visitors-insurance.com
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