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MAIYTRA CONVENTION - Hosted by BMM

for Marathi young adults (ages 18-35+),
July 2-5, 2010 Washington, DC

Over the last half-century, Marathi communities across
North America have prospered. The hard work of the
previous generation has set the stage for the second
generation of Marathi-Americans to succeed. Now it is
time for our generation to take greater collective
responsibility for our Marathi community by taking
leadership roles, serving the older generation, and
guiding the younger generation.

MAIYTRA 2010 is MAIYTRA for ALL, designed to meet
the needs and interests of all age groups, career levels,
and life stages. This year, we are reaching out to
undergraduates and couples.

Our vision for MAIYTRA 2010 includes:

-Helping build and renew lasting friendships or, for those who
are ready, meet someone special.

-Pre-convention events held across North America.

- Professional networking events and a career mentorship
program.

- Building a support network for young couples to share
resources and experiences of challenges faced and overcome.
-Celebrating Marathi heritage.

-Showecasing the talent of our generation.

-Promoting social service and community involvement.
Regular Registration ends April 30. Please advise ALL
young adults (ages 18-35+) to visit www.maiytradc.com
to register now before prices go up.

We need your help to make our vision a success. Visit us
at http://donate.maiytradc.com to make a secure
donation or send a check payable to “BMM of North
America — MAIYTRA” to: BMM of North America —
MAIYTRA, c/o Vijay Paradkar,

11346 Headlands Ct, Reston, VA 20191.

We appreciate support in any amount, but we have
created three donor levels to honor the spirit of three
Marathi statesmen who helped to build a better future for
our people.
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Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj: $501
Sri Lokmanya Tilak: $301
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: $101

To learn more about MAIYTRA 2010 and how you can
help, please e-mail president@maiytra.com. We greatly
appreciate the support you’ve given our community
throughout the years and sacrifices you’ve made to give
us our heritage.

Thank you,

Vijay Paradkar

President, MAIYTRA 2010

Congratulations to Geeta Gandbhir

‘Music By Prudence’, which won the Oscar in the
Best Short Documentary category, was edited by Geeta
Gandbhir. It is not Geeta’s first award. In 2007, she
swept off an Emmy for Outstanding Picture Editing in
Non-Fiction Programming for Spike Lees 2006 HBO
documentary, ‘When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in
Four Acts’. Geeta, who is fluent in Marathi has been in
the field of film and TV editing for the last 15 years.
Geeta, along with her African-American husband, runs a
production house and works for television network.

Bharati Soman -
A Vocal singer with a lovely Ornamental Soprano

Bva

Interview by :
Vinata Kulkarni

Bharati Soman has
performed leading roles
with music companies
throughout North
California. Her credits
include lead roles with
Sacramento Opera,
Pocket Opera, Cinnabar
Theatre, Davis Comic
Opera and Capitol Opera
Sacramento. Bharati has
performed concert works
with the Golden Gate
Philharmonic, UC Davis

: Symphony, Kensington
Symphony Orchestra, and has given recitals for Oakland
Lyric Opera. She has also performed with various other
groups in the DC Metro Area. She maintains a private
voice studio and teaches vocal techniques. | am glad to
introduce to you, Bharati Soman, through this interview.
Question: Bharati, your last name - Soman - is a typical
Marathi family name. But | understand that you were
born and raised in America. So, can you tell us a little bit
about your Marathi -Maharashtrian/Indian up-bringings?
Bharati: Yes, | was born and raised in America. But when
| was very young, my mom and | travelled together and
we stayed in India/Maharashtra for about 9 months. That
was my first real exposure to Marathi culture.

Of course my parents spoke Marathi at my home. But in
India, we were surrounded by many Marathi speaking
families. | used to attend Marathi Kala Mandal, Ganapati,
Diwali programs. After | came back to U.S, at about age 4-5
years, my parents made sure that | speak Marathi at home,
at least on weekends. Though | hated it at that time, now
looking back, | appreciate it, because, that’'s how, | can now
keep up with and understand Marathi.

Vinata: Yes, | noticed your correct pronunciation of Marathi
words ‘Hg®’, ‘M ;) Good for you! Family upbringings
matter a lot in preserving culture and language. Is your
liking in music - a hereditary trend ?

Bharati: A little bit. My father used to sing (in India) when
he was younger. | don'’t think he ever had a formal training
but he had a natural talent, and he enjoyed singing. My
mother learnt and played violin for few years. She claimed
it was hard work on her part, but | believe it was more than
that. Since childhood, | always enjoyed music and singing.
Now, it turned up into a career of my choice, and | am very
happy about that.

Question: Do you listen to Marathi and Hindi songs?
Bharati: | don't actually. But, | grew up hearing a lot of
Indian songs. Specially on weekends, | remember waking
up with those songs coming from living room of the house.
My dad had quite a bunch of old cassettes/tapes of
Marathi, Hindi songs, gazals of various artists. | enjoyed
Hearing it, but for some reason, | was never drawn to it.
Question: Was it because you thought Indian classical
music a bit difficult than western music? Did you explore
different schools of western music ?

Bharati: It could be my lack of knowledge, but to me,
Indian classical music with various those ‘Raagas’ seems
more difficult. | guess it is more an oral tradition from
master to disciple, while western music, has a written
tradition, which you can learn, study and understand. So, |
feel very comfortable with Western music, may be because
| have more exposure of it. About schools of western
music- there are different styles and tempo. Also there are
regional differences, such as Dennis Wall Music.

Question: At what age you started learning music ?
Bharati: My formal music training started at age 5-6. | went
to a very small private school, where every afternoon,
seating around Piano, school principal would play music
and we students would sing a song. | took piano lessons for
few years. | was also in school’s choir. My formal voice
training started at around age fifteen.

Question: Were you a star singer in your school? Any
relevant memories of high school days to share with us?
Bharati: | was not a star singer at the high school, but |
became a little bit — star singer in college. Growing up in
Indian family, actually | never thought | would make a
career in singing and would make a living out of it. Most |
heard about were doctors, engineers, business /law
schools. Actually in my junior year of high school, | was
thinking of going to Virginia Tech Institute and be an
engineer. But during my senior high school days, my voice
teacher said “have you ever thought of being a music
major?” Till then, | did not realize it as a good option for
me. Also, my choir director had fantastic influence on my
career in music. Thus, | started looking into music as a
career and | know, | am reasonably good in it.
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Question: What was your parents’ reaction?

Bharati: My parents were encouraging, supportive, and
said ‘if you are going to do this, do the best you can’.
Vinata: It is always helpful, when vyour family is
supportive. Can you tell us about your academic
credentials, /awards?

Bharati: | have a Bachelor of Music from James Madison
University, and a Master of Music and Performer Diploma
from Indiana University, Bloomington. My awards include
4th place in Eugene Opera's Belle Voci National
Competition, finalist in Orlando Opera’s Rehfuss Singing
Actor Competition, winner of the East Bay Opera League
Competition and Pacific Region Finalist for the
Metropolitan Opera National Council Awards.

Vinata: That's commendable !

Recently, you relocated from California state to Virginia
State. So, do you find any difference, between these two
states regarding culture and scope for career in music?
Bharati: Yes, | think there are different avenues,
culturally, California - | found a wonderful place to start a
career in Opera. There are lot of small regional opera
companies, lot of fully stage and costume productions
(that’s what | do in opera), and many concert, recital and
chorus work. As far as being a soloist and getting
experience in Opera, Northern California, specially-San
Francisco is probably the best place to be. Virginia, - the
D.C. area, where | am now, seems to have very few
Opera companies. It has more of Choral culture, and has
many large Chorus groups, in which, you can’t do solo
work much frequently.

Question: Is Virginia D.C. music culture more traditional
compared to California ?

Bharati: Yes, | think, specially in San Francisco, there are
a lot more artistic entrepreneurs starting music
companies, trying to push envelopes with opera
productions, and trying to do new and more modernized
things in music compared to what | see in Virginia. D.C.
Question: Bharati, Your voice is described as an
Ornamental Soprano. So, is it classified as Coloratura ?
Have you also tried other vocal ranges ?

Bharati: Soprano is one of the 5 main voice categories
(soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone, bass).
However, within the general category of soprano, there
are NINE specific classifications (referred to by the
German term "fach" - plural, "faecher"). | consider myself
a "light lyric coloratura." Basically, that means | can sing
very high and have agility in my voice, but my voice is not
very big. A dramatic soprano has a much heavier/bigger
voice than someone with my voice type and also
specialized in long, lush, rich melodies. A mezzo-soprano
sounds better in a lower range than a soprano. There can
be some crossover between voice classifications
depending on the role, and it can also depend on casting.
Vinata: Interesting! A few questions on a personal note,
is your husband also in a music career? Does he love
opera, soprano ?

Bharati: My husband is an engineer. Well, we have to
have at least one practical person in the family, |
Suppose;)

Vinata: Yeah, that keeps the marriage in fine tune!
Bharati: Yes, and, | won’t say my husband is opera lover,
but he enjoys coming to my show and performance.

B

Vinata: Basically, it means, he loves you, hence he
enjoys your music. Does your son have a natural flavor
for music?

Bharati: Actually, yes, my son (3 years old) enjoys music
and singing a lot. Surprisingly, he is accurate in rhythm,
and in matching a musical note with correct pitch.
Vinata: So, he is mama'’s kid ;)

Bharati, you are active concert soloist, have performed
with  Symphony orchestra. You were also a teaching
faculty at the University. Which of these career branches
you enjoy the most?

Bharati: Oh, that’s a first hard question! | think a majority
of performers/singers- at some point also have taught.
When | started teaching, | was a little apprehensive about
it because you have somebody’s voice in hand, and you
have to make sure of teaching right technique. But | think
both aspects of performing and teaching go hand in hand.
I have to think about how I did it and how to verbalize it so
how to make my student’s voice work properly. | believe,
teaching made me a better singer and | really do enjoy
teaching.

Question: At present do you teach vocal music?
Bharati: Yes, | teach after school, at a local high school
and | love teaching to beginners. My approach to teaching
involves helping my students develop a solid, healthy
vocal technique, which includes proper breathing and
support. This technique stems from the Italian “bel canto”
school of singing. Having to analyze what you do on a
consistent basis, teach and explain different students per
their style and grasping keeps me in being creative.
Vinata: To become a good teacher, one has to be a
continuous learner!

Bharati: Absolutely true! | have a studio at home where |
teach and majority of my students are adults.

Vinata: So, age does not matter to start learning music.
Question: Any thoughts on working as a voice-over artist
for a commercial or a character voice ? How much is a
competition in this field?

Bharati: | just made a demo of voice- over artist. It was
actually my mother’s suggestion. | look at it as another
way of using my vocal training. | started reading stories to
my son at night, and | found that | enjoyed doing different
character voices. So, | decided to try that. My interest is
doing audio- children’s book. There is a lot of competition
and surprising amount of work involved for a voice-over
artist. Apart from commercials on radio/Internet, there is
so much corporate type of work, training videos, on-hold —
tele-messaging for companies. Overall there is quite a
large scope for voice- over artist.

Question: Can you share with us your other future plans
about your music career?

Bharati: Currently, | plan to keep teaching and grow up
the studio. Right now travelling is not such a great option
forme. As my kids getolder, | plan to pursue more
performance opportunities again.

Vinata: Thanks Bharati, and Best Wishes to you in your
future endeavors. | think it will be appropriate to conclude
this interview with a musical note in your voice.

So, let us hear Bharati, through the following Audio clip:
http://www.bharatisoman.com/files/01_Durch_Zaertlichkeit_-
_Mozart_s_Die_Entfuehrung_aus_dem_Serail.mp3
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Crude oil and gas
production in the US, :
India, and Colombia, |
South America

Joshi Technologies International, Inc.
5801 E. 41° Street, Suite 603
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135
918.665.6419 ¢ jti@joshitech.com

www.joshioilandgas.com

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR
VISITORS FROM ABROAD
Reasonable Rates. Administering this program
for more than 15 years.

LIFE INSURANCE
Lowest rates in USA. Reputable carriers

REAL ESTATE
Hotels/Motels, Businesses

Administering this program for
more than 25 years

Contact: Shashi Thakur, Ph.D.

Tel: (901)854-9451 Fax : (901)853-4809
Cell: (901)230-3209

E-mail: shashijthakur@gmail.com
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HEALTH INSURANCE

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH
INSURANCE FOR

* VISITORS

* H-1 B VISA HOLDERS

* PERMANENT RESIDENTS
( Some restrictions apply)

For more information:
Contact: Padmaja Bapat
Independent Insurance Agent
616 Rhodes Hill Court
Martinez, GA 30907

Tel: (800)204-1939
E-mail: padmajabapat@yahoo.com
Website: visitors-insurance.com
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SAVE DISABLED CHILDREN THRU
FREE PLASTIC SURGERY

PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY TO DR.
DICKSHEET'S INDIA PROJECT
WWW.DRDICKSHEET.COM

135 OCEAN PARKWAY 17C
BROOKLYN, NY 11218
PHONE— (718) 871-0280
E mail: murphy.pianoman@att.net
YOUR DONATION OF 8150 CAN SAVE ONE
CHILD
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