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Dear Madame President,

The BMM 2020 in Chicago was a small step in your
Presidency but it had a tremendous significance. You are
walking the talk. You had expressed to meet as many
mandals and its people as you can, to publicize and
promote the BMM objectives you have set forth for the
course of next 2 fun filled years.

Your small step in reaching out the grassroots of our
strong Marathi community across North America is very
refreshing and unique. It is a welcomed approach from
the past. Your message may be slow at first in getting
rolled out as you travel for the cause, but be rest assured,
it is catching momentum. Chicago 2020 was an
affirmation of your efforts.

The agenda for BMM 2020 was met in time with some
very lively discussions on the topics near and dear to your
heart. Visit to McCormick Center was exciting. The future
site for our BMM 2011 adhiveshan and all the facilities are
marvelous.

Let there be no doubt that under your tutelage BMM is
reaching new heights with renewed enthusiasm and hope
for a better place for all of us under BMM.

Sincerely

Hemant Kandalgaonkar

President, Montreal Marathi Mandal, Canada

JHPTETST AT AreaoATAT 9T:
Email:
vinata@gmail.com
Or
vpuranik@gmail.com

For sending paper copy :
Vinata Kulkarni
6903 N. Buckeye Dr. Edwards, IL 61528
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Eleven year old Tejas Tope from Long Island, NY
has released a CD of Tabla solo 'Guru Arpita'.

Tejas has been
learning Tabla since
the age of 5 from a
renowned Tabla
player Sameer
Chatterjee. The album
is a compilation of
selected compositions
as they occurred to

% In all, fifty six
compositions are
presented in
structured Tabla solo
format in six Taals (Rhythmic Cycles) namely Chautaal,
Roopak, Pancham Sawari, Teen Taal, Nasrookh Taal,
and Jhaptaal. CD also contains a descriptive booklet
with all “Quayedas” -

(language of Tabla playing) performed on the CD. This
will be very useful for the young students learning Tabla
in North America.

Tejas is the son of Achyut and Geeta Tope, Miller Place,
NY. Tejas's elder sister Priyanka is a singer and she has
sung in many local and BMM programs.

For more information visit www.tejastope.com
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e Ter: sfiweTad T, Integrated Approach of Yoga

Therapy for Positive Health by Dr. Nagarathna and Dr
Nagendra (Swami Vivekananda Yoga Prakashana), Yoga for Health
and Peace by Sadashiv Nimbalkar (Yoga Vidya Niketan, Mumbai)
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COMFORT TRAVEL
ARC  EDISON,NJ  IATA

COMFORTTRVL@YAHOO.COM

Most Trusted name in the business for 15 years.
We proudly consolidated for :

1. Jet-air, Continental, Kuwait, Emirates etc.

2. Non Stop Al Flights to Mumbai special fares

3. SOTC, COX & Kings, Trafalgar Tours and

Cruises
Please Call: SHAILA SHIRVALKAR

TEL: 732-767-3135
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The leading character in ‘American Beauty’, that master-
piece on decadence of suburban life, says, “ Today is the first
day of the ‘rest’ of your life; and this is true of every day,

except the day you die.” 37T “SITETT HEl” AT —
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“will grieve not, rather find;

Strength in what remains behind;

In the faith that looks through death,

In years that bring the philosophic mind”
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“ When I do count the clock that tells the time,
And see the brave day sunk in hideous night;” .......
“ And nothing against Time's scythe can make defence
Save breed, to brave him when he takes thee hence.”
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MAITRYA CONVENTION
July 2-5, 2010
in
Washington D.C.

MAIYTRA strives to unite, network and display the talent
and leadership in the Marathi youth community. (ages
18-35). MAIYTRA 2010 Convention will offer wide-
ranging and exciting seminars on topics such as career
growth and development, Marathi history, culture and
traditions, and social networking opportunities.

However, to make the convention a success, we need
your help. Support MAIYTRA 2010 by making a donation
today! Please visit our website www.maiytra.com for
more information and to make a donation. Volunteer and
sponsorship opportunities are also welcome. For any
questions or concerns, please contact me.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Deepti Aranake

Director of Outreach, MAIYTRA

deepti@maiytra.com

Phone: 732.718.2492.
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“Raga Unveiled”:
A must-buy film on Indian classical music
Over the last several weeks, | watched the new

documentary “Raga Unveiled” produced by Smt. Gita and
Mukesh Desai of Connecticut, USA and Pandit Vijay
Kichlu. (Please see www.raga-unveiled.com)

India has had a long and beautiful tradition of classical
music and dance that originated thousands of years ago.
Even today this art form is very vibrant and practiced and
performed all over the world. Over the years, this genre
has had far reaching and cross cultural influences.
Especially in the last 50 years, the best performers and
stars of other genres have collaborated with Indian
Classical musicians - all the way from the great Indian
classical musician Pt. Ravi Shankar who collaborated with
the Beatles, the brilliant percussionist Ustad Zakir Hussain
who collaborated with Mickey Hart as well as the Jazz
guitarist John McLaughlin.

However, despite the great beauty of this music, it
continues to have smaller audiences and lesser following
among the masses compared to ‘“lighter” art forms.
Further, ignorance, misconceptions, myths and
misperceptions about this art form abound; a fate it
probably shares with many other classical or “serious”
genres of art.

“‘Raga Unveiled” is a very engaging and entertaining film
that beautifully demystifies Indian classical music for the
lay audience. Further, it also serves as a truly substantive
and appealing reference for more serious students and
practitioners of the art.

The work is very systematically organized, starting with the
ancient Vedic origins of the music. It then traces its
evolution to the vocal and instrumental performance styles
that are currently in vogue and continue to be passed
down from generation to generation. It describes the
“Guru-Shishhya Parampara” - the ancient Indian  tradition
where a student learns directly from a single teacher for a
period of years or decades. It also introduces the viewers
to different aspects of the art form such as melody (Raga),
rhythm (Taal, Laya), and the different schools of music
(Gharana).

Before this work, there probably have been several other
works that have also documented these foundational
aspects of Indian classical music even more com-
prehensively and authoritatively than this film has. How-
ever, there are several aspects of this work that make it
special.

This work provides us the opportunity to hear directly from
a plethora of great artists and scholars. It features very
recent conversations as well as older historical interviews
with literally dozens of artists and scholars, including living
legends like Ustad Zakir Hussain and Pt. Ravi Shankar,
revered classicists like Birju Maharaj and Ramashreya Jha,
respected scholars like Pt. Ashok Ranade and Pt. Vijay
Kichlu and rising stars of the younger generation like
Purbayan Chatterjee and Satyaijit Talwalkar.

These formidable artists share with us excerpts from
superlative performances, thoughts on specific elements of
the music, interesting impromptu demonstrations on many
different musical concepts and disarmingly candid
introspective descriptions of some of their most treasured
learnings and poignant life experiences.

All this is ensconced very beautifully in a tapestry of visual
art showcasing the natural and cultural beauty of India and
is presented in state-of-the-art high definition video.
Indian classical music is ostensibly a highly complex, deep
and inaccessible subject. To the untrained ear or lay
person, it can be very drab and boring. “Raga Unveiled”
truly unveils this complex art form in small, digestible bite
size chunks. It is comprised of small length chapters that
are complete in themselves. You can actually start with
almost any chapter and stop anywhere. You can watch it
for 10 minutes or a half hour then put it away and come
back to it again after a few days. So quite unlike listening
to an actual recital in which a single Raga or melody can
last for over an hour, this presentation can be enjoyed in
small 10 minute spurts.
For someone like me who is immersed day and night in
music, this is not such a big deal. But it is a very big deal
for people or even children who may be new to the music
and apt to suffer from short attention spans. My kids who
are 10 and 6 actually watched this entire DVD with me, 10-
20 minutes at a time, over a period of 2-3 weeks. Imagine
getting kids of that age to sit through a multi-hour
presentation on “Dad’s boring classical music!” It would be
unimaginable under ordinary circumstances for any kid to
have the patience to watch something like this! But | just
exposed them to one chapter a day - and they actually got
hooked to the film due to the attractive presentation style,
beautiful visuals, interesting conversations and great
musical passages. They really enjoyed it and learnt a lot!
However, no work is perfect. There are several things that
could have been done better in this work, but here are the
few that struck me as being the more important gaps.
The overall presentation is on the longer side - | felt that
there are some repetitive pieces that could have been
taken out and 20-25% of the length could be reduced. |
watched the longer version of the work —a  shorter version
is also available. The presentation focused almost solely
on the North Indian or Hindustani tradition of Indian
classical music. Given the great philosophical similarities
between the Hindustani and the South Indian Carnatic
style of music, it could have easily been and woven into
the storyline. Carnatic music was only very briefly
represented by the vocalist Sudha Raghunathan — this
seemed a half hearted attempt — the film should either
have integrated that style more comprehensively, or not
represented it at all.
The work did justice to a lot of different dimensions of
music, but the one area in which it is lacking is in its
treatment of melodic accompaniment. The accompaniment
section did great justice to rhythm accompaniment, but it
completely disregarded and ignored melodic
accompaniment. All forms of Indian classical music spring
forth from the foundation of vocal music, and melodic
accompaniment plays a very important role in any vocal
music performance. As such, this was a glaring omission.
Overall, however, this is truly a very beautiful, educational,
entertaining, and substantive work of art. It is as much a
collector’s item as it is an introductory music appreciation
course for those who wish to be introduced to Indian
classical music. | truly enjoyed it and recommend it to all of
you!

Kedar Naphade

www.kedarnaphade.com
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Crude oil and gas :
production in the US, |
India, and Colombia, |
South America

Joshi Technologies International, Inc.
5801 E. 41°* Street, Suite 603
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135
918.665.6419 ¢ jti@joshitech.com

www.joshioilandgas.com
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INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR
VISITORS FROM ABROAD
Reasonable Rates. Administering this program
for more than 15 years.

LIFE INSURANCE
Lowest rates in USA. Reputable carriers

REAL ESTATE
Hotels/Motels, Businesses

Administering this program for
more than 25 years

Contact: Shashi Thakur, Ph.D.

Tel: (901)854-9451 Fax : (901)853-4809
Cell: (901)230-3209
E-mail: shashijthakur@gmail.com

HEALTH INSURANCE

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH
INSURANCE FOR

* VISITORS

* H-1 B VISA HOLDERS

* PERMANENT RESIDENTS
( Some restrictions apply)

For more information:
Contact: Padmaja Bapat
Independent Insurance Agent
616 Rhodes Hill Court
Martinez, GA 30907

Tel: (800)204-1939

E-mail: padmajabapat@yahoo.com
Website: visitors-insurance.com
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SAVE DISABLED CHILDREN THRU

YOUR DONATION OF 8150 CAN SAVE ONE

»
-

PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY TO DR.
DICKSHEET'S INDIA PROJECT
WWW.DRDICKSHEET.COM

135 OCEAN PARKWAY 17C
BROOKLYN, NY 11218
PHONE— (718) 871-0280

E mail: murphy.pianoman@att.net
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Subscription Remittance Address

BMM Newsletter

144 Hope Road,

Holland, PA 18966-5408

Or call 1-215-354-1423 to pay by credit card.
Master Card, Visa, American Express and
Discover is accepted.

Www.maharashtrafoundation.org
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New York,
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COMMUNITY

NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic & Social Council of the United Nations
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