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“Thanks for your newsletter. you always try to give
interesting stuff. | enjoy reading it.”

- S. Phadke (Retired Editor, Maharashtra Times, India)
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“BMM-Vritta does an excellent service in publishing the
scholastic and other achievements of the Maharashtrian
youngsters. Others get encouragement by reading
achievements of such bright Marathi speaking students.
There are many more young and older ones whose profiles
deserve publication for the benefit of the already

educationally, spiritually and financially rich Maharashtrian
community. Best luck.” -

- Dr. Prabhakar G. and Dr. Savita P. Joshi (Chicago IL)
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6903 N Buckeye Drive, Edwards IL, 61528
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COMFORT TRAVEL

ARC EDISON, NJ IATA
COMFORTTRVL@YAHOO.COM
Most Trusted name in the business for 15 years.

We proudly consolidated for :

1. Jet-air, Continental, Kuwait, Emirates etc.

2. Non Stop Al Flights to Mumbai special fares

3. SOTC, COX & Kings, Trafalgar Tours and Cruises

Please Call: SHAILA SHIRVALKAR
TEL: 732-767-3135
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2. Nohl Ranch Inn

380 S. Anaheim Hills Road

Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

714-974-1616

website: www.brookdaleliving.com/nohl-ranch-inn.aspx

I qEEA Sifdew 3fsee fodim 9 e fordim
I T YT WIUATET W AR, I o FHEarer
WA G S IR, AAIST 3130 W S & weadr
T AT R0 o, FIEURT "Rt WA @ R%oo
ST 3T
R. The Inn At the Park

Inn at the Park

10 Marquette

Irvine, CA 92612

949-854-3766
www.brookdaleliving.com/inn-at-the-park.aspx
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3. Laguna Woods Village, Laguna, CA

25351 El Toro Road,
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
www.lagunawoodsvillage.com
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HEALTH INSURANCE

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH
INSURANCE FOR

* VISITORS

* H-1 B VISA HOLDERS

* PERMANENT RESIDENTS
( Some restrictions apply)

For more information:
Contact: Padmaja Bapat
Independent Insurance Agent

3980 N. Major Drive # 228,
Beaumont, Tx 77713
Tel: (800)204-1939

E-mail: padmajabapat@yahoo.com

Website: visitors-insurance.com
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Sangeeta Ranade -

on Jersex CItx- School Board

,;i: Sangeeta Ranade with other
- |two Jersey City mothers who
campaigned as the ‘parents
for progress’, won in Jersey
City School board elections
conducted in April, 2012.
Sangeeta’s interest in the
school education system has
roots in her highly educated
family background. Her father
Anant Labhsetwar (Ph.D), is
from Nagpur and her mother -
Dr. Lata Labhsetwar is from
Solapur. ‘They were both the
first in their families to go to the college’ says Sangeeta.
Her father came to the US for pursuing his graduate
studies, and her mother came to the US to do her
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology. However,
Sangeeta always had a passion for environmental issues.
She has baccalaureate degree in environmental
engineering from Northwestern University. With an
environmental management focus, she completed
Master’s degree in finance and Master’s degree in natural
resource policy from the University of Michigan. She
worked for some time in corporate social responsibility
and sustainability, and then decided to go into the energy
industry, where she has been for the past five years.

In response to the question about some worth- sharing
experience, and how Sangeeta Labhsetwar became
Sangeeta Ranade, she said: In the year 2001, she met
Amogh Ranade at the BMM convention in Calgary,
Canada. At that time, she was living in Seattle and
Amogh was living in London, UK. (Amogh’s family is from
Mumbai and now lives in London.) Sangeeta and Amogh
stayed in touch long distance for about a year and then
finally decided that they needed to be in the same city to
figure out if their relationship would actually work.
Sangeeta decided to move to London, sold all of her
belongings, quit her job, and flew to London with two
suitcases. ‘| just felt that | had to give our relationship a
chance and if it didn't work out, then at least | would
know” recalls Sangeeta. She and Amogh Ranade lived
in London for five years, both moved back to the US five
years ago, and have been married ten years in this
September, 2012. Looking back, Sangeeta says, “I think
about that decision a lot because, | think it's hard for
people to make impulsive decisions like that now- the job
market is much tougher, people have loans from school,
it's harder to get visas, etc. But in the end, it was the best
decision | ever made and | feel very lucky that my family
supported me- it wasn't exactly the most orthodox thing to
do. | now have two children (daughters- Selina and
Sonya) of my own. | don't know how | would react if they
wanted to do what | did, but | am going to try to remember
that feeling | had, when | made that decision; so that | can
give my daughters the freedom to take risks as well.”

As her oldest daughter started school, to identify the best
options for her kids, Sangeeta became a very involved
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parent in the school education system. “However, the
opportunity to run for an elected position for the Jersey
City Board of Education, sort of found me rather than the
other way around’- says Sangeeta. Jersey City is under-
going a major transformation right now, and there have
been a lot of changes for the better in the local
government. A councilman asked parents to step forward
and run the school board position. Sangeeta’s husband-
Amogh suggested -she put her name in. After going
through an interview process, she won a major
endorsement and support to run the campaign. That was
critical for her; as she didn't have the experience to start
up and to run a two month campaign. This was her first
experience running for public office too.

The Jersey City school system is the second largest in
the NJ state and have a budget of $660,000,000. So the
way these schools are run directly impacts more than
parents and students- it affects every homeowner.
Sangeeta was inspired to run the Jersey school board
election because she wanted to represent parents in the
school board system. The largest voting block until now
was the teachers’ union and this was the first time in the
recent history when a non-union backed candidate won a
seat on the school board. “At the end of the day, | wanted
to set an example for my daughters that if you don’t like
something then you have to attempt to make it better
rather than complain about it. My mother has been a real
inspiration to me, and gave me the confidence to try
something far outside my comfort zone”- says Sangeeta.
Regarding the roles and responsibilities of the City-School
board, Sangeeta informed that the School Board sets

Discounted Business Glass
Fare to India

email : sales@clickontours.com
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policies for the school system, allocates and approves
the budget, and directly manages the Superintendent,
who is responsible for the day- to- day operations of the
district. Sangeeta is the chair of the ‘Facilities Committee’
and have spent the last few months hiring a new
superintendent. Now that summer is here, the committee
will be building their strategic plan for the District and
allocating the $660,000,000 budget to their academic
priorities. She is serving a three years’ term on the School
board (which is an elected unpaid position). In her
opinion, the Jersey City Public Schools spend more than
almost any other district in the State yet our outcomes are
low. There is a lot of work to do to get our budget in line,
to reprioritize how we spend our money, and to attract
high quality senior staff. “We are aiming very high” says
Sangeeta. She is confident that her committee has the
right ingredients to be a success and be a model for
other urban districts in the US.

Along with her career in the energy industry where she is
a senior manager in the NYC Office for TRC Energy
Services, the current school Board’s duties, and her
family-life and responsibilities, Sangeeta loves to read
whenever there is a free moment. In the summer, she
tries to take vacations with her family to be outside.
During the winter, she takes her daughters skiing, which
is something she started enjoying when she was eight
years old.

Sangeeta Ranade’s future work-plans are not only to
maintain her career in the energy industry but also to
follow her heart and get more deeply involved in the
education system, to make some positive difference in it.

- Vinata Kulkarni

Crude oil and gas
production in the US,
India, and Colombia,
South America

Joshi Technologies International, Inc.
5801 E. 41°' Street, Suite 603
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135

918.665.6419 ¢ jti@joshitech.com

clickontours.com UsA - 877 239 1312 www.joshioilandgas.com
Holiday just a.click away! CANADA - 604 284 5225
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144 Hope Road,
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Annual Fundraising Day: Saturday — October 27, 2012
Venue : St. Demetrius Ukrainian Community Center,
Carteret, New Jersey
This year we will be presenting a play
" A Tryst with Destiny"
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